
LITTLE WANDLE PHONICS
Talk for Parents and Carers

Mrs Goodson-Smith (AHT and Reading Lead) and 
Miss Wheeler (KS1 Phase Leader)

Please note that this presentation 

was presented in January 2022.

A new phonics meeting with up to 

date information will be held on 

30th September.



Aims of presentation

◦Share our new phonics scheme

◦Explain the changes to the current reading scheme

◦Give you tools and ideas to support your child at 
home

◦Provide a greater insight and understanding of 
how phonics and early reading is taught at 
Oldfield Primary School



Previous approach to phonics and reading
◦ Children were taught using the ‘Letters and Sounds’ approach

◦ Children were put onto a coloured reading book in stages – these would be 
changed on a regular basis

◦ Children would move through the scheme on coloured bands – each band would 
be broken down into individual boxes and each book would be labelled with a 
number

◦ We had a range of books including:

◦ Oxford Reading Tree

◦ Scholastic

◦ Dandelion Launchers

◦ Sound Start



Why have we changed?
◦ ‘Letters and Sounds’ (2007) is now no longer a Government 
approved scheme

◦Higher expectations from the National Curriculum (2014)

◦ ‘Little Wandle’ is based on a revised and reviewed ‘Letters and 
Sounds’ so that the transition is easier

◦Consistent approach which is taught in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2

◦ Specifically designed catch up programme for those who need 
additional support

◦ Teaching of early reading alongside phonics



What is Little Wandle?

Little Wandle is a Government approved scheme



When are we teaching phonics at Oldfield?

◦We will be teaching our phonics daily with some 
lessons starting at 9:00am. Children should arrive on 
time to ensure that they don’t miss out on valuable 
phonics teaching.

◦Children will be taught using a consistent approach 
to phonics which is inline with the Little Wandle 
scheme and progression



Structure of a lesson



Phonics vocabulary

Children are taught the 

correct terminology in 

their phonics lessons.

A handy parents/carers 

glossary guide is 

available on our website.



Phonics screening check

Children in Year 1 will sit the Phonics Screening Check in June 2022. 

Children who do not achieve the pass mark threshold will have the 

opportunity to retake the assessment in Year 2. More information regarding 

the Phonics screening check will be provided by the Year 1 team later this 

academic year.



Early reading

‘Pupils who fail to learn to 

read early on start to dislike 

reading.’

The Reading Framework: Teaching the 

foundations of literacy – July 2021(P8)

‘Children need both good 

language comprehension and 

good word reading to become 

good readers’

The Reading Framework: Teaching the 

foundations of literacy – July 2021 (P17)



Reading sessions

◦10-20 minute sessions (dependent on the year group)

◦3 times a week with a TA or Teacher

◦Decoding

◦Prosody

◦Comprehension

◦Read a phonics based book with 90-95% fluency



Reading books going home
◦ We will now send home 1 book up to 3 times a week. The sharing book.

◦ The sharing book will not be phonetically based so children may find 

some words challenging. Instead this book aims to promote a love of 

reading and focus on the early reading skills. The idea is that YOU

read the book to or alongside your child to foster and nurture and love 

of reading.

◦ Children can self-select a book from a designated box 3 times a week 

(Monday, Wednesday and Friday) to take ownership of their learning.

◦ Teacher or TA on hand to support and guide their decisions.

◦ As well as this, children will have access to ‘e-books’ at home via the 

Collins Big Cat phonics books – these will be phonetically based to 

support learning from school.



‘The sharing book’

◦ Little Wandle – Engaging parents and carers: Home Reading – Page 2



Reading dogs
◦ The books the children bring home from school will be focused on the early 

reading skills and the dog which the school will be focussing on that term.

◦ Please read with your child and ask them questions based on the card they 

have brought home this term, as well as any previous cards that were sent home 

(Autumn 2 – Predicting Pip). Question cards are available to download and 

print on the school website.

Spring 1 –
Sequencing Suki

Spring 2 –
Retrieving Rex

Summer 1 –
Vocabulary Victor

Summer 2 –
Inference Iggy



How to help your child at home
◦ Ask what they learnt today in 

phonics – you will be able to prompt 

them by looking at the overview on 

the website to inform you of the 

sounds your child will have been 

taught that week.

◦ If they come home with a phonics 

sticker, ask them what sound/word it 

is.

◦ Continue to listen to your child read 

at home using the Reading Dogs 

question cards.



Useful links and websites
◦ https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

◦ Download pronunciation guide which will outline week by week the sounds which 
are taught. Please note that every 6 weeks we will complete a phonics assessment, 
this will highlight any gaps in the learning of the class as well as individual 
children, therefore sounds may be revisited and reviewed.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Questions

If you have any questions, please add them to 

the chat box now. We will make a note of all the 

questions and put a reply on the website. If you 

think of a question afterwards, please contact 

myself and Miss Wheeler via the school website.


