
 

    

Reception Reading Curriculum 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key text All Are Welcome 
Alexandra Penfold 
 
Grey 
Laura Dockrill 
 
 

Dear Zoo 
Rod Campbell 
 
The Bear and the Piano 
David Litchfield 

A superhero like you 
Dr Ranj 
 
Because 
Mo Willems 
 

The Three Little Pigs 
Traditional tale 
 
The Gingerbread Man 
Traditional tale 

The Snail and the 
Whale 
Julia Donaldson 
 
Commotion in the 
ocean 
Giles Andre 

Emma-Jane’s 
aeroplane 
Kate Haworth 
 
The Puffin Book of 
fantastic first poems 
Edited by June Crebbin 

Related texts 
and picture 
books 
(a selection) 
 

We all belong 
Nathalie Goss 
 
Big Feelings 
Alexandra Penfold 
 
Our class is a family 
Shannon Olsen 
 
The Colour Monster 
goes to school 
Anna Llenas 
 
We are all neighbours 
Alexandra Penfold 
 
Welcome to our table 
Laura Mucha 
 
 

Oh dear! A lift the flap 
farm book 
Rod Campbell 
 
Look after us 
Rod Campbell 
 
Lost and found 
Oliver Jeffers 
 
The Bear, the Piano 
and Little Bear’s 
Concert 
David Litchfield 
 
The Bear, the Piano, 
the Dog and the Fiddle 
David Litchfield 
 

Real Superheroes 
DK 
 
All through the night: 
The people who work 
while we sleep 
Polly Faber 
 
A superpower like 
mine 
Dr Ranj Singh 
 
What jobs could you 
do? 
Catherine Barr 
 
Listen: How Evelyn 
Glennie, a deaf girl 
change percussion 
Shannon Stocker 

Little Red Riding Hood 
Traditional tale 
 
The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff 
Traditional tale 
 
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
Axel Scheffler 
 
Puss in Boots 
Axel Scheffler 
 
Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad Pig 
Eugene Trivizas 
 
 

Sharing a shell 
Julia Donaldson 
 
Tiddler 
Julia Donaldson 
 
Someone swallowed 
Stanley 
Sarah Roberts 
 
The Rainbow Fish 
Marcus Pfister 
 
The Little Mermaid 
Traditional tale 

The boy who sailed the 
world 
Julia Green 
 
The hundred decker 
bus 
Mike Smith 
 
Martha maps it out 
Leigh Hodgkinson 
 
The great balloon 
hullaballoo 
Peter Bently 
 
Ladybird songs and 
rhymes for every day 
Ladybird publisher 
 
A whale of a time: A 
funny poem for every 
day of the year 
Lou Peacock 
 
 
 



 

Non-fiction  My first Zoo book 
DK 
 
Zoo sounds 
Sam Taplin 
 
Educational book of 
life cycles 
Kangu Kinderbucher 
 
Blue Planet II 
Leisa Stewart-Sharpe 

People who help us 
John Wood 
 
People who help us 
(book life) 
William Anthony 

 Lifesize ocean animals 
Sophy Henn 
 
Ocean animals for Kids 
Peter J 
 
Little kids first big 
book of ocean 
Catherine Hughes 

The travel book lonely 
planet kids 
Lonely planet kids 
 
The travel book: A 
journey through every 
country in the world 
Lonely planet kids 

Poetry and 
songs 
Poetry 
anthology 
for the year: 
The Puffin 
Book of 
Fantastic 
First Poems 
Edited by 
June Crebbin 

School poems 
Jennifer Curry 
 
Feelings song 
CBeebies 
 
Hey Duggee Feelings 
song 
CBeebies 
 

Safari themed poems 
and rhymes 
Twinkl 
 
Funky animal songs 
CBBC 

People who help us 
songs and rhymes 
Twinkl 

Traditional tales music 
KS1 BBC music 

Sun, sea and song! 
KS1 BBC music 
 
Ocean songs and 
rhymes 
Twinkl 

Around the world 
songs 
Mr Maker - CBBC 
 
Rhyming songs – whole 
term based on poetry 

Film  Andy’s wild adventures 
BBC iPlayer 

People who help us 
CBBC – foundation 
stage 

Mr Tumble’s fairy tales 
YouTube 

The Snail and the 
Whale 
BBC iPlayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 1 Reading Curriculum 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key text Ruby’s Worry 
Tom Percival 

Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
Traditional Tale 

Contrasting Fairy Tales 
Cinderella and Adelita 
Tomie dePaola 

The Great Kapok Tree 
Lynne Cherry 

Traditional Tales 
Mixed up fairy tales 
Hillary Robinson 

Poetry 
100 brilliant poems for 
children 
Chosen by Paul Cookson 

N.C cross 
curricular link 

Science: All about me 
Transition from 
Reception 

  History (Summer 1): 
Castles and Knights 

Geography: 
Beautiful Brazil 
Science: Weather 

Science: 
Plants (link to Jack and 
the Beanstalk) 

 

Related texts 
and picture 
books 
(a selection) 
 

Ravi’s Roar 
Tom Percival 
 
The Colour Monster 
Anna Llenas 
 
The Colour Monster 
goes to School 
Anna Llenas 
 
The Worrysaurus 
Rachel Bright 
 
 
 
 

Other Traditional Tales – 
recap Traditional Tales 
covered in Reception 
Discussion of other 
Traditional Tales 
 
A book of bears: At 
home with bears 
around the world 
Katie Viggers 
 
The Bear and The 
Piano 
David Litchfield 

The king who banned 
the dark 
Emily Haworth-Booth 
 
Princess Grace 
Mary Hoffman 
 
The Cook and the king 
Julia Donaldson 

We’re roaming in the 
rainforest 
Anne Wilson 
 
There’s a tiger in the 
garden 
Lizzy Stewart 
 
Doris the Loris 
Twinkl Book 

The Jolly Postman 
Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
 
Trust me, Jack’s 
beanstalk stinks!  
Eric Braun 
 
Believe me, Goldilocks 
rocks! 
Nancy Loewen 
 
The big sad wolf and 
the three mean little 
pigs  
Anna Clothier 
 
Inside the villains 
Clotilde Perrin 

Oi Frog 
Kes Gray 
 
Rhyming stories 
Axel Scheffler 
 
Rumble in the jungle 
Giles Andreae 

Non-fiction 
Themes 
specified 
rather than 
individual 
titles. 
Teacher’s 
choice. 

Emotions/feelings Bears 
 
 

Atlas 
 
Mexico 
 
Castles 
 
Kings and Queens 
 

Atlas 
 
Rainforest 
 
Animal habits 

Plants (Jack and the 
Beanstalk) 
 
Animals 
 
 

Kes Gray 
https://www.kesgray.com/ 
 
 

https://www.kesgray.com/


 

Poetry and 
songs 
See class 
anthology for 
related poems 
 
Poetry 
anthology for 
the year: 
100 brilliant 
poems for 
children 
Chosen by 
Paul Cookson 

Poems about emotions 
Brian Moses 
 
My heart is a poem 
Various authors 
 
Being me: Poems 
about thoughts, 
worries and feelings 
Liz Brownlee 

Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
Roald Dahl 
 
Bear themed rhymes 
and poems 
Twinkl 

Castles, Knights and 
Dragons pack 
Twinkl 

A sensory stroll poem 
Twinkl 

He’ll be climbing up 
the beanstalk 
Twinkl 
 
Billy Goat Gruff Rhyme 
Twinkl 
 
Other Traditional Tales 
songs and rhymes 
available on Twinkl 

Nursery rhymes 
 
Rhyming songs – whole 
term based on poetry 
 
 

Film Inside Out (U) 
Disney 
 
CBBC Class Clips – 
KS1: Feeling Better 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/pshe-early-years-
foundation-stage-ks1-feeling-
better/zm2st39 

 
 

Tumble Tales: 
Goldilocks and The 
Three Bears 
CBeebies 
 
Andy’s Wild 
Adventures – Series 1, 
Episode 3 – Black 
Bears 
CBeebies 

Cinderella (U) 1950 
Disney 
 
CBeebies Storytime: 
Cinderella 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMiFBePASdg  

Rio / Rio 2 (U) 
2011/2014 
Disney 
 
Go Jetters – Series 1, 
Episode 19 – Amazon 
Rainforest, South 
America 
CBeebies 

Mickey and the 
beanstalk (Disney) 
YouTube 
 
EYFS: Listen and Play 
– Traditional Tales 
BBC School Radio 
 
Traditional 
Tales/Stories from 
diverse cultures 
BBC School Radio 
 

Oi Series by Kes Grey 
Books Alive! 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pv1Wu4KvUI0  
 
KS1 Poems 
BBC Bitesize 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-early-years-foundation-stage-ks1-feeling-better/zm2st39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-early-years-foundation-stage-ks1-feeling-better/zm2st39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-early-years-foundation-stage-ks1-feeling-better/zm2st39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-early-years-foundation-stage-ks1-feeling-better/zm2st39
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMiFBePASdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pv1Wu4KvUI0


 

 

Year 2 Reading Curriculum 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key text Follow the swallow 
Julia Donaldson 

Meerkat Mail 
Emily Gravett 

Rosie Revere, 
Engineer 
Andrea Beaty 

George’s Marvellous 
medicine 
Roald Dahl 

Lift 
Minh Le 

Poetry 
Poems Aloud 
Joseph Coelho 

N.C cross 
curricular link 

Science (Autumn 2): 
Animals including 
humans 

 History (Previous 
learning in Year 1): 
The Victorians and 
Great Exhibition 

   

Related texts 
and picture 
books 
(a selection) 
 

Once upon a jungle 
Laura Knowles 
 
Finding Wild 
Megan Wagner Lloyd 
 
 

Meerkat Christmas 
Emily Gravett 

 
Paddington’s Post 
Michael Bond 
 
Dragon Post 
Emma Yarlett 
 
The Jolly Postman 
Allan Ahlberg 

Ada Twist, Scientist 
Andrea Beaty 
 
The Crayon Man: The 
true story of the 
invention of Crayola 
Crayons 
Natascha Biebow 
 
Leonora Bolt: Secret 
Inventor 
Lucy Brandt 

Giraffe, Pelly and Me! 
Roald Dahl 
 
The Magic Potions 
Shop: The Firebird 
Abie Longstaff 
 
The case of the 
vanishing Granny 
Alexander McCall Smith 

The Cave 
Rob Hodgson 
 
The Secret Garden 
Claire Freeman 
 
Secret Sky Garden 
Linda Sarah 

Jack and the flum, flum 
tree 
Julia Donaldson 
 
Green eggs and ham 
Dr Seuss 
 
Pirate stew 
Neil Gaiman 

Non-fiction 
Themes 
specified 
rather than 
individual 
titles. 
Teacher’s 
choice. 

Africa 
 
African animals 
 
 

Meerkats – National 
Geographic 
 
The Ultimate Meerkat 
Book for Kids 
 
Meet the Meerkat 
 
The Kalahari Desert 

The story of 
inventions 
Catherine Barr 
 
Victorians 
 
Alexander Graham 
Bell 

Boy: Tales of 
childhood 
Roald Dahl 
 
Hospitals 
 
George’s Marvellous 
Experiments 
Quentin Blake 

The street beneath my 
feet 
Charlotte Guillian 
 
 

Coral Rumble 
https://www.coralrumble.co.uk/about 
 

Poetry and 
songs 
See class 
anthology for 
related poems 
 

Ronald Rhymes 
Twinkl 

Molly the Meerkat 
Josie Whitehead 

Horrible Histories 
Inventors Song 
YouTube 

Revolting Rhymes 
Roald Dahl 
 
George’s Marvellous 
Medicine song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVY-
I36XtD4 

 Rhyming songs – whole term 
based on poetry 
 

https://www.coralrumble.co.uk/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVY-I36XtD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVY-I36XtD4


 

Poetry 
anthology for 
the year: 
Poems Aloud 
Joseph 
Coelho 

Film Jumanji (PG) 1995 Meerkat Manor: The 
Story Begins 2008 
 
The Meerkats 2008 
 
How meerkats interact 
in the wild BBC Teach 

CBBC: Scientists and 
Engineers 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd4dy9q  

BBC Teach: George’s 
Marvellous Medicine 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
WPZT22hE1g  

The Secret Garden 
(2020) trailer 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0fMoG0H-
dA  

KS1 Poems 
BBC Bitesize 
Poetry Pie (featuring Coral 
Rumble) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYg1YE8-
Kwo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd4dy9q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WPZT22hE1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WPZT22hE1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0fMoG0H-dA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0fMoG0H-dA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYg1YE8-Kwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYg1YE8-Kwo


 

 

Year 3 Reading Curriculum 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key text Inspirational People 
(Mary Anning) 
Dinosaur Lady: The 
Daring Discoveries of 
Mary Anning, the First 
Palentologist 
Linda Skeers 

The True Story Of The 
Three Little Pigs 
Jon Scieszka 

The Legend of King 
Arthur box set 
Tracey Mayhew 

Charlie And The 
Chocolate 
Roald Dahl 

We’re going to find the 
monster! 
Malorie Blackman 

Poetry 
National Trust: I am the 
seed that grew the tree 
Fiona Waters 

N.C cross 
curricular link 

   Science (Spring 2): 
Food 

  

Related texts 
and picture 
books 
(a selection) 
 

Mary Anning, Little 
People, Big Dreams 
Maria Isabel Sanchez 
Vegara 
 
The Fossil Hunter: 
How Mary Anning 
unearthed the truth 
about dinosaurs 
Kate Winter 
 
Mary Anning – 
Brilliant Biographies 
of the Dead Famous 
Kay Barnham 

The Three Little Pigs 
Traditional Tale 
 
The Three Ninja Pigs 
David Bedford 
 
The Three Little 
Wolves and The Big 
Bad Pig 
Eugene Trivizas 
 
The Three Little Pigs 
and Big Bad Book 
Lucy Rowland 

King Arthur and the 
Knights of the Round 
Table (comic style 
short stories) 
Marcia Williams 
 
King Arthur 
Andrew Matthews 
 
Arthur: The Always 
King 
Kevin Crossley-Holland 
 

The Great Chocoplot 
Chris Callaghan 
 
The Chocolate 
Monster 
Pip Jones 
 
Mr Bunny’s chocolate 
factory 
Elys Dolan 

Nibbles: The Monster 
Hunt 
Emma Yarlett 
 
The Great Monster 
Hunt 
Norbert Landa 
 
Monster Hunting for 
Beginners 
Ian Mark 
 
Monstersaurus 
Claire Freedman 

Oi duck-billed platypus 
Kes Gray 
 
The Koala who could 
Rachel Bright 
 
Meesha makes friends 
Tom Percival 

Non-fiction 
Themes 
specified 
rather than 
individual 
titles. 
Teacher’s 
choice. 

Fossil: DK Eyewitness 
 
Stones and Bones: 
Fossils and the stories 
they tell 
 
Where do fossils 
come from? 

Materials 
 
Properties of 
materials 

Look inside a castle 
Conrad Mason & Barry 
Ablett 
 
Stephen Biesty's 
Cross-Sections Castle 
Richard Platt & Stephen 
Biesty 
 

The Story of 
Chocolate 
Alex Woolf 
 
Creative writing with 
Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
Roald Dahl 
 

Monstrous: The Lore, 
Gore and Science 
behind your favourite 
monster 
Carlyn Beccia 
An A to Z of Monsters 
and Magical Beings 
Rob Hodgson 
Myth Atlas: Maps and 
Monsters, Heroes and 

Michael Rosen ‘About me’ 
https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/about/  

https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/about/


 

Smart about 
Chocolate 
Sandra Markle 

Gods from Twelve 
Mythical Worlds 
Thiago De Moraes 

Poetry and 
songs 
See class 
anthology for 
related poems 
 
Poetry 
anthology for 
the year: 
National 
Trust: I am 
the seed that 
grew the tree 
Fiona Waters 

Dinosaur Poems 
Paul Cookson 
 
Dinosaur Poems 
John Foster and Korky 
Paul 
 
Do the Dino 
CBeebies 
 
Dinosaur Song 
Hey Duggee (CBeebies) 

The Three Little Pigs 
Roald Dahl 

Good King Arthur 
ruled this land 
Nursery Rhyme 

Chocolate Cake 
Michael Rosen 

Monster Poems 
Kenn Nesbitt’s 
www.poetry4kids.com 
 
We’re going on a Yeti 
Hunt (movement 
break) 
YouTube 

Rhyming songs – whole term 
based on poetry 
 

Film  Who was Mary 
Anning? 
KS2 BBC Teach 

The Three Little 
Superpigs – Kids 
Books Read Aloud 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2CEpwmtGlM  

BBC Teach – History – 
Castles and Knights: 
The Legend of King 
Arthur 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPelJR3HYWU  

Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory (U) 
1971 

Monsters Inc 
Disney/YouTube 

KS2 Poems 
BBC Bitesize 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.poetry4kids.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2CEpwmtGlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPelJR3HYWU


 

 

Year 4 Reading Curriculum 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key text Who Let The Gods 
Out? 
Maz Evans 

Inspirational People 
(David Attenborough) 
Little people, Big 
dreams 
Isabel Sanchez Vegara 

Coming To England 
Floella Benjamin 

The Boy Who Met A 
Whale 
Nizrana Farook 

Escape From 
Pompeii Christina 
Balit 

Poetry 
Michael Rosen’s 
A to Z. The best children’s 
poetry from Agard to 
Zephaniah 
Michael Rosen 

N.C cross 
curricular link 

History (Autumn 1): 
The Greeks 

Science 
(Summer 1 and 2):  
Food chains/ Living 
things and their 
habitats 

  History: 
The Romans 

 

Related texts 
and picture 
books 
(a selection) 
 

Greek Myths (comic) 
Marcia Williams 
 
Beasts of Olympus: 
Beast Keeper 
Lucy Coats and David 
Roberts 
 
Leo and the Gorgon’s 
Curse (graphic novel) 
Joe Todd Stanton 

Somebody swallowed 
Stanley 
Sarah Roberts and 
Hannah Peck 
 
Greta and the Giants 
Zoe Tucker and Zoe 
Persico 
 
Hope Jones saves the 
world 
Josh Lacey 
 
The story of the Blue 
Planet  
Andri Snær Magnason 
translated from 
Icelandic by Julian 
Meldon D’Arcy 

Coming To England (KS1 
picture book version) 
Floella Benjamin 
CBBC Drama also 
available 
 
Windrush Child 
Benjamin Zephaniah 
 
When Jessie came 
across the sea 
Amy Hest 
 
The Journey 
Francesca Sanna 
 
John Agard’s Windrush 
Child 
John Agard 

The Snail and the 
Whale  
Julia Donaldson 
 
The Storm Whale 
Benji Davies 
 
The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant 
Nizrana Farook 
 
The Boy Who Lost a 
Leopard 
Nizrana Farook 

Empire’s End – A 
Roman Story (My 
Story) 
Leila Rasheed 
 
Diary of Dorkius 
Maximus in Pompeii 
Tim Collins 

I don’t like poetry! 
Joshua Seigal 
 
Piranhas don’t eat 
bananas 
Aaron Blabey 
 
How many legs? 
Kes Gray 

Non-fiction 
Themes 
specified 
rather than 

So you think you’ve 
got it bad? A kid’s life 
in Ancient Greece 

Activists Assemble: 
Save your planet 
Ben Hoare 
 

Trinidad 
 
The Caribbean 

Asia 
 
Sri Lanka 
 

Meet the ancient 
Romans 
James Davies 
 

Benjamin Zephaniah 
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Benjamin-
Zephaniah/476345 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Benjamin-Zephaniah/476345
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Benjamin-Zephaniah/476345


 

individual 
titles. 
Teacher’s 
choice. 

Chae Strathie and 
Marisa Morea 
 
A visitor’s guide to 
Ancient Greece 
Lesley Sims 
 
Ancient Greece 

Earth Heroes 
Lily Dyu 
Great Women who 
saved the planet 
Kate Pankhurst 
Greta Thunberg Little 
people, Big dreams 
Isabel Sanchez Vegara 
Blue Planet II 
Leisa Stewart-Sharpe 
and Emily Dove 

Whales 
 
 

The Romans: Gods, 
Emperors and 
Dormice (informative 
comic) 
Marcia Williams 
 
Romans 
 
Pompeii 

Poetry and 
songs 
See class 
anthology for 
related poems 
Poetry 
anthology 
for the year: 
Michael 
Rosen’s 
A to Z. The 
best 
children’s 
poetry from 
Agard to 
Zephaniah 
Michael 
Rosen 

KS2 Ancient Greek 
Poetry Pack 
Twinkl 

Hello, Earth! Poems 
to our planet 
Joyce Sidman 

On the move: Poems 
about Migration 
Michael Rosen 

Animals Poems KS2 
Pie Corbett 
https://www.teachwire.net/teaching-resources/pie-
corbett-animal-poems-ks2-wordplay-metaphor-
and-descriptive-language-wit/  

The Romans in 
Britain 
Judith Nicholls 
 
Roman Poems for 
Kids 
www.history-for-
kids.com 
 

Rhyming songs – whole 
term based on poetry 
 

Film Hercules (U) 1997 
Disney 
 
Maz Evans – The 
Point of View  
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vz2uEhiMbHc  

CBeebies Our Planet 
Class Clips 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ny/clips  

Jo Jo and Gran Gran – 
Special: It’s time to go 
on a voyage 
CBeebies 
 
Floella Benjamin on 
Coming to England 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yu-
p_SNxFmI  

Blue Whale encounter – 
Deadly 60 
CBBC 
 
World Book Day Book 
Club – Q&A with 
Nizrana Farook 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEXGpYyCVg0  

Pirates of Pompeii 
CBBC 

KS2 Poems 
BBC Bitesize 

https://www.teachwire.net/teaching-resources/pie-corbett-animal-poems-ks2-wordplay-metaphor-and-descriptive-language-wit/
https://www.teachwire.net/teaching-resources/pie-corbett-animal-poems-ks2-wordplay-metaphor-and-descriptive-language-wit/
https://www.teachwire.net/teaching-resources/pie-corbett-animal-poems-ks2-wordplay-metaphor-and-descriptive-language-wit/
http://www.history-for-kids.com/
http://www.history-for-kids.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vz2uEhiMbHc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ny/clips
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yu-p_SNxFmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yu-p_SNxFmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEXGpYyCVg0


 

 

Year 5 Reading Curriculum 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key text Kensuke’s Kingdom 
Michael Morpurgo 

Inspirational People 
(Katherine Johnson) 

Runaway Robot 
Frank Cottrell Boyce  

The Night Bus Hero 
Onjali Q. Raúf 

Flotsum 
David Wiesner 

Poetry 
Because a fire was in 
my head 
Edited by Michael 
Morpugo 

N.C cross 
curricular link 

Science: 
Animals 

Science: 
Earth and Space 

  Science: 
Life cycles, plants and 
living things. 

 

Related texts 
and picture 
books 
(a selection) 
 

Nim’s Island 
Wendy Orr 
 
Island Tales (Why the 
Whales Came and The 
Wreck of the Zanzibar) 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
The Little Island 
Margaret Wise Brown 

The Darkest Dark 
Chris Hadfield 
 
Counting on Katherine 
Helanie Becker 
 
A computer called 
Katherine 
Suzanne Slate 
 
Hidden Figures 
Margot Lee Shetterly 

The Wild Robot 
Peter Brown 
 
BOOT small robot, BIG 
adventure 
Shane Hegarty 
 
The Robot and the 
Bluebird 
David Lucas 
 
The Iron Man 
Ted Hughes 
 
Kid Normal 
Greg James and Chris 
Smith 
 
 

Mr Stink 
David Walliams 
 
The Bed and Breakfast 
Star 
Jaqueline Wilson 
 
Cardboard Cowboys 
Brian Conaghan 
 
Poverty and Hunger 
Louise Spilsbury 
 
The Great (Food) Bank 
Heist 
Onjali Q. Raúf 
 
The Queen on our 
Corner 
Lucy Christopher 
 
The invisible 
Tom Percival 
 
Matilda 
Roald Dahl 

The Lion and the 
Mouse 
Jerry Pinkney 
 
Tuesday 
David Wiesner 
 
The Arrival 
Shaun Tan 
 
Journey 
Aaron Becker 

The magic hat 
Mem Fox 
 
The wonky donkey 
Craig Smith 
 
Feel the beat: Dance 
poems that Zing from 
Salsa to swing 
Marilyn Singer 



 

Non-fiction 
Themes 
specified 
rather than 
individual 
titles. 
Teacher’s 
choice. 

Japan/WW2 
 
Hiroshima/Nagaskai 
 
Hiroshima No Pika 
(PDF) 
http://www.contosehistorias.com/imagens/mailsfiles/3178/Hirishima%20no%20pika%20-
%20Toshi%20Maruki.pdf  

Katherine Johnson.  
My remarkable 
journey. A memoir 
Katherine Johnson 
 
Space 

Atlas 
 
 

i-SPY London 
Landmarks 
Part of Collins i-SPY 
Guides 
 
 

The ocean 
 
Sea animals 

Carol Ann Duffy 
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poet/carol-
ann-duffy/ 

 

Poetry and 
songs 
See class 
anthology for 
related poems 
 
Poetry 
anthology for 
the year: 
Because a 
fire was in my 
head 
Edited by 
Michael Rosen 

Little Island (Haiku) 
Joyce Chelmo 
 
 

Space Poems 
Twinkl 
 
 

Never Always Alone 
Taylor Retallack 

A Shakespearean 
Sonnet About Doors 
Ian McMillan 

Poems from a Green 
and Blue Planet 
Sabrina Mahfouz 

Rhyming songs – whole 
term based on poetry 

Film Kensuke’s Kingdom film 
– TBC 
 
Introduction from the 
author 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDY81-
fQaS4  

CBBC – Our black 
history heroes – Series 
1, Episode 6 – 
Katherine Johnson 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000wfkj  

Robots (PG) 2005 
 
Book Trust – Frank 
Cottrell Boyce reads 
from Runaway Robot 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nnd889-
dJDo  

Matilda (PG) 1996 
 
James and the Giant 
Peach (U) 1996 
 
Interview with Onjali 
Rauf 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMUGlgUP40I  

The Underwater World 
– Class Clips 
BBC 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/science-ks1-ks2-wonders-
of-nature-underwater-world/zh3ygwx  

Bride of The Sea 
Art and Design – Class 
Clips 
BBC 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/art-and-design-ks2-eileen-agars-
bride-of-the-sea/zmbxbdm  

KS2 Poems 
BBC Bitesize 

 

 

 

 

http://www.contosehistorias.com/imagens/mailsfiles/3178/Hirishima%20no%20pika%20-%20Toshi%20Maruki.pdf
http://www.contosehistorias.com/imagens/mailsfiles/3178/Hirishima%20no%20pika%20-%20Toshi%20Maruki.pdf
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poet/carol-ann-duffy/
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poet/carol-ann-duffy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDY81-fQaS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDY81-fQaS4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000wfkj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nnd889-dJDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nnd889-dJDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMUGlgUP40I
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks1-ks2-wonders-of-nature-underwater-world/zh3ygwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks1-ks2-wonders-of-nature-underwater-world/zh3ygwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks1-ks2-wonders-of-nature-underwater-world/zh3ygwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/art-and-design-ks2-eileen-agars-bride-of-the-sea/zmbxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/art-and-design-ks2-eileen-agars-bride-of-the-sea/zmbxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/art-and-design-ks2-eileen-agars-bride-of-the-sea/zmbxbdm


 

 

Year 6 Reading Curriculum 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key text Macbeth 
William Shakespeare 

Everest – The 
remarkable story of 
Edmund Hilary and 
Tenzing Norgay 
Alexandra Stewart 

Mohinder’s War 
Bali Rai 
 

SHORT! A Book of Very 
Short Stories 
Kevin Crossley-Holland 
and 

SATs (prep and 
assessments) and 
Residential trip 
 
Children will be 
focusing on reading for 
pleasure this term and 
will have the 
opportunity to read 
books in class as well 
as continuing to self-
select their own reading 
books. 
 
In English children will 
be doing cross-
curricular persuasive 
writing and 
consolidation of key 
writing skills. 

Poetry 
A poem for every night 
of the year 
Edited by Allie Esiri 

N.C cross 
curricular link 

 Geography: Mighty 
Mountains 

History: 
WW2 

  

Related texts 
and picture 
books 
(a selection) 
 

Shakespeare's Globe 
(I Was There) 
Valerie Wilding 
 
Romeo And Juliet: 
Shakespeare Stories 
for Children 
Andrew Matthews, 
William Shakespeare & 
Tony Ross 
 
Macbeth The Graphic 
Novel: Plain Text 
William Shakespeare 
and Jon Haward 
 
 
 

Asha and the Spirit 
Bird 
Jasbinder Bilan 
 
First to the Top: Sir 
Edmund Hillary’s 
Amazing Everest 
Adventure 
David Hill 
 
Into Thin Air: A 
Personal Account of 
the Everest Disaster 
Jon Krakauer 

The lion and the 
unicorn 
Shirley Hughes 
 
War Horse 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
Goodnight Mister Tom 
Michelle Magorian 
 
Noor Inayat Khan (My 
Story) 
Sufiya Ahmed 
 
 

Escape Room 
Christopher Edge 
 
Short and Scary! 
Louise Cooper 
 

One leaf rides the wind 
Celeste Mannis 
 
Jazz 
Walter Dean Myers 
 
 

Non-fiction 
Themes 
specified 
rather than 
individual 
titles. 
Teacher’s 
choice. 

What's So Special 
About Shakespeare? 
Michael Rosen 
 
Tudors 
 
William Shakespeare 
 

Alastair Humphrey’s 
Great Adventures 
Alastair Humphrey 
 
Explorers: Amazing 
Tales of the World’s 
Greatest Adventures 
Nellie Huang 
 

Woeful Second World 
War 
Horrible Histories 
 
 
Skyward: The story of 
female pilots in WW2 
Sally Deng 
 

News article about local 
horror film location 
(Oakley Court) 
Get Reading 
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-
berkshire-news/gothic-windsor-hotel-used-
hammer-21766652 

 

 
 

John Agard 
https://poetryarchive.org/poet/john-
agard/  

 
 

https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/gothic-windsor-hotel-used-hammer-21766652
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/gothic-windsor-hotel-used-hammer-21766652
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/gothic-windsor-hotel-used-hammer-21766652
https://poetryarchive.org/poet/john-agard/
https://poetryarchive.org/poet/john-agard/


 

Collins Explorers – 
Fascinating Facts 
Collins Kids 

Michael Rosen: The 
True Story of My Family 
in World War II 
Michael Rosen 
 
Anne Frank, Little 
People Big Dreams 
Isabel Sanchez Vegara 

Poetry and 
songs 
See class 
anthology for 
related poems 
 
Poetry 
anthology for 
the year: 
A poem for 
every night 
of the year 
Edited by Allie 
Esiri 

Any poems by William 
Shakespeare 

 The Butterfly 
Pavel Friedman 
 
Poems from the 
Second World War 
Gaby Morgan 
 
Grey Dawns: WW2 
Poems of a Soldier 
Helen Fry 
Poems from the front: 
A Haiku history of the 
Second World War 
Jay Friedenherg 

The Raven 
Edgar Allen Poe 
Video clip – The Treehouse 
of Horror – The Simpsons 
1990 

 
Ring around the Rosie 
Nursery Rhyme 
 
  

Rhyming songs – whole 
term based on poetry 
 

Film BBC Teach – School 
Radio – KS2 English: 
Macbeth 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/english-ks2-macbeth-
index/zkxcbdm  

The Guardian – 1953 
achieve video – 
Edmund Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgay 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4egTHmDYho 

Goodnight Mr Tom (PG) 
1998 
 

BBC Teach – School 
Radio – KS2 History: 
WW2 Clips 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-
index/zjc8cqt  

KS2 Poems 
BBC Bitesize 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-macbeth-index/zkxcbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-macbeth-index/zkxcbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-macbeth-index/zkxcbdm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4egTHmDYho
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-index/zjc8cqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-index/zjc8cqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-index/zjc8cqt

