
Knowledge Organiser - Year 5, Autumn 2, Map This Out! 

Key Vocabulary 

Ordinance 
Survey 

A detailed map produced by the Brit-
ish or Irish government map-making 
organization. 

Grid  
Reference 

A map reference indicating a location 
in terms of a series of vertical and 
horizontal grid lines identified by 
numbers or letters. 

Compass A tool for finding direction. A simple 
compass is a magnetic needle mounted 
on a pivot, or short pin.   

Key A list of symbols that appear on the 
map. For example, a church on the map 
may appear as a cross, a cross at-
tached to a circle, a cross attached to 
a square.  

Cartography The art or technique of producing 
maps.  

Map Index The index page lists all the continents, 
countries and cities in the book in al-
phabetical order and all the pages 
they appear on; the index covers maps, 
charts and lists. 

County A section into which some countries 
are divided.  

Continent One of the earth's seven major areas 
of land. The continents are Africa, 
Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, 
North America, and South America.  

Northings 
and Eastings 

Lines found on maps which are num-
bered. Northings are horizontal lines 
and Eastings are vertical lines  

Latitude Horizontal lines that measure distance 
north or south of the equator.  

Longitude Longitudes are vertical lines that 
measure east or west of the meridian. 

Locational Knowledge Skills  

• To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 
and South America by using an atlas. 

• To name and locate cities of the UK and your identifying human and physical characteristics by using an 
atlas.  

Human and Physical Feature Knowledge Skills  

• To name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time by comparing maps and photographs of places.  

Map, Atlas, Globe Skills, Compass & Gridwork Skills, & Fieldwork Skills        

• To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 
and South America by using an atlas. 

• To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features stud-
ied by using the index and co-ordinates, as well as finding features on a map.  

• To use symbols and a key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world by identifying landmarks shown on an Ordnance Survey map. 

• To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 
use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build your knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world by 
planning a journey and describing routes on a map.  


