News from Oldfield

It’s fun to learn Friday 11th September 2026

Message from the Headteacher

Welcome back to the 2026/27 academic year at Oldfield. It has been wonderful
to see the school full of energy and excitement once again, and | would like to B CK
thank all of our families for helping the children make such a positive start. A . l'I';)k v
reminder to please be considerate of our neighbours and ensure that you are SCI.QOL
not walking across their driveways on your way to and from school. -

We have been particularly delighted to see how well our new Reception pupils

have settled into school life. Starting school is a huge milestone for children and

their families, and it has been a pleasure to see so many smiling faces as they begin their journey at
Oldfield. We also thoroughly enjoyed welcoming Reception parents into school earlier this week for our
annual Tea and Tissues event. Thank you to the Oldfield School Association (OSA) for hosting this special
occasion and helping to make families feel so welcome. We are looking forward to seeing our Reception
families again tomorrow at the EYFS Welcome Picnic, and would like to extend our thanks once more to
the OSA for organising and hosting what promises to be another lovely event.

Across the school, the curriculum has begun in earnest and it has been fantastic to see the children's
enthusiasm for learning. Classrooms have been busy, purposeful places, and children have quickly settled
back into the routines of school life. By now, you should have received a termly curriculum letter from
your child's class teacher, outlining the key areas of learning for the term, along with important
organisational information such as PE days and other class-specific arrangements. These letters provide a
valuable insight into the exciting learning experiences planned for the months ahead.

At the start of term, | shared some of the priorities and developments that will shape our work this year.
We have been delighted with how positively the children have responded to the introduction of our 'soft
start' to the school day. It has been lovely to begin each morning in such a calm, purposeful and
welcoming manner, providing children with the opportunity to settle into their learning before lessons.
Earlier this week, we held our first staff meeting of the academic year, where we focused on developing
individual plans for pupils with additional needs. We are committed to ensuring that every child receives
the support they need to thrive, and we look forward to sharing these plans with families after half-term.
This will give new class teachers time to get to know their pupils well, identify their strengths and needs,
and celebrate all the wonderful qualities they bring to our school community.

Over the coming weeks, our staff development time will continue to focus on key areas of school
improvement. This includes planning for the introduction of an online platform that will enable us to
share more of your children's learning and achievements with you throughout the year. We will also be
developing and implementing a refreshed approach to spelling, designed to support children in becoming
increasingly confident and successful writers (some information on this can be found on page three).

As always, thank you for your continued support and partnership. We are looking forward to another
successful year together and to all of the learning, achievements and memorable experiences that lie
ahead.

Best wishes, Catherine Page
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Key Dates

Fun Club Equipment Request

Saturday 12 September—OSA EYFS Welcome
Picnic We are looking for any unwanted or no longer

used LEGO or Duplo to support activities in our
Friday 11th September at 9.10 am —Celebration

Assembly with all parents and carers invited

Fun Club. If you have any bricks, figures,
baseplates or sets at home that are gathering
Monday 14th September —Reception First Class dust and would like to donate them, we would
photograph—Maidenhead Advertiser be very grateful.

Friday 18th September at 9.10 am—Celebration Any donations, large or
Assembly with all parents and carers invited small, would be greatly

Friday 25th September at 9.10 am—Celebration

ood use. Thank you
Assembly with all parents and carers invited 8 y

for your support!
Wednesday 30th September—QOSA AGM 5.15pm

Thursday 1 October—Y6 Macbeth performances New EYFS and KS1 Playground update

(timings tbc) . .
We are delighted with the new playground and

Friday 2nd October—Mad Maths morning for all play equipment in the KS1 playground. Miss
pupils Wheeler and Mr Wye have worked very hard all
Friday 2nd October at 9.10 am —Celebration summer to supervise the build and we are all

Assembly with all parents and carers invited very grateful for their efforts.

Tuesday 6th October—Y6 residential trip departs The contractors are coming back next week to

make some small changes but, we are pleased

Fri h r—Y6 residential trip return .
day 9th Octobe 6 residential trip returns to announce, once that is completed and our

Friday 9th October at 9.10 am —Celebration risks assessment takes place, we will be able to
Assembly with all parents and carers invited open it very soon for our children to use.
Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th October —School Thank you to our governing body for agreeing
photographs to and funding this project and to the OSA for

Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th October— g their contri-

PSHE workshops in school for Reception, Y2, Y4
and Y6

bution to-
wards the

B financing.
Friday 16th October at 9.10 am —Celebration

Assembly with all parents and carers invited

Tuesday 20th October —NHS Flu vaccine for all
children
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Spelling at Oldfield
In line with statutory guidance, taken from The Writing Framework,

and following consultation with an English consultant, we are taking a |
refreshed approach to spelling. Children will no longer be given weekly |
spelling lists to learn at home, nor will they be tested on them each
week.

Instead, spelling will be incorporated through focused English lessons, where the children will learn and
practise spelling rules and patterns appropriate for their year group. Regular practice and application of
spelling rules through different contexts of their writing, and with regular feedback, will focus on
embedding learning, rather than it being tested in isolation.

To support their learning at home, the children will be provided with a list of high-frequency words and stat-
utory spellings that will be covered across the course of their year group and we would still encourage them
to practise these spelling rules regularly at home.

Free Breakfast Club Consultation

You may have seen the Department for Education's recent drive to encourage schools to offer free
breakfast clubs. As many parents and carers will be aware, Oldfield already operates a breakfast club, and
we work hard to keep costs as low as possible while offering a range of options to support families. School
leaders and governors are currently exploring whether it would be possible to introduce a free breakfast
club at Oldfield and are carefully considering the costs, logistics and overall feasibility of such an offer.

Before moving any further with these discussions, we would like to gauge the level of interest from
parents and carers. If implemented, the free breakfast club would run from 8.25am each day, with a strict
8.30am cut-off for arrival to ensure the site can be cleared and secured before our morning Kiss and Drop
arrangements begin. Bookings would need to be made at least one week in advance, and there would be a
clear expectation that booked places are used. As funding would only be received for children who attend,
while staffing and catering would need to be arranged based on advance bookings, repeated
non-attendance may result in the offer being withdrawn for individual families. Due to staffing levels, we
would also be unable to provide 1:1 support or care within the free breakfast club provision.

If this is a service that would be of interest to your family, please email the
school office at office@oldfieldprimary.com and let us know how frequently
you would expect to use the provision. We would be grateful to receive all re-
sponses by half-term, allowing governors sufficient time to consider feedback
before deciding whether to pursue the introduction of a free breakfast club at
some point during 2027. Thank you for taking the time to share your views.
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