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Home & Family- Autumn 1

What We are Learning
About in Autumn 1
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Belonging & Care
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Our main aim is to establish a sense of belonging, safety and feeling cared for. We prioritise building
relationships with the children and allowing them to familiarise themselves with the space. We also
want the children to learn to respect one another and treat each other with kindness.

We read the story of "Our Class is a Family" to echo these sentiments. The children then created self
portraits for class displays, which also deepened their understanding of the parts of the face. The
background was an expressive use of water colours, while they exploring using this medium.



THE NO.T BESTSELLING PICTURE BOOK
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Our two focus texts this term are All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold and Grey by Laura Dockrill.
They help support the children's understanding of acceptance, celebrating diversity and uniqueness,
as well as validating having different emotions. We will also read other texts that focus on unity, home,

families and exploring our feelings.

The children will have many opportunities to mark-make, draw and write linked to these stories, and
will use their current phonic knowledge to sound out and spell words in independent child led
activities during Discovery Time or in adult-led focus tasks.



Mark Making, Fine Motor Ac’nvmes & Wow Wn’rlng

We work closely on supporting the development
of the fine motor muscles so there are

constant activities out that support the
strengthening of their hands.

Each day, we work on developing their pencil
grip and we have a session of Wow Writing to
focus on their handwriting. For this term, we are
working on pre-writing shapes.




Strengthening Fine Motor Muscles

We would recommend using tweezers and pegs routinely, to help children to build these muscles, lots of
which are used during small world and construction Discovery Time activities.

This could be incorporated into games- how many chick peas you can pick up with the tweezers in 30
seconds, or racing against a parent/carer.



Maths Learning
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We are currently focusing on matching, sorting and comparing. We will later explore patterns,
measure, and numbers 0-3.

The children have dedicated Maths lessons where they get to apply their understanding using
practical, tangible resources. They have confinual access to these manipulatives during Discovery
Time if they wish to confinue and expand their learning, and incorporate into their play.

Next Friday, the children will take parts in our Mad Maths morning where they will investigate the
concept of length and be challenged with activities like building the tallest tower.



Ouvutdoor Learning, Woodland Wonder

« Larger scale resources will promote physical development, problem solving and teamwork. They will
also be able to inferact with nature, minibeasts and learn more about the natural world.

« We want to encourage Reading. Maths and Writing activities outside and extend the classroom
environment to include the natural areas.

 Woodland Wonder time will begin tomorrow. The children will put on their waterproofs and
wellingtons to explore this zone during dedicated time each Thursday.

« We recommend that each child has their own puddle suit and wellingtons in school so that these can
be continually used.



Phonics & Early Reading
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We want to give our children a lifelong love of reading. As part of that journey, we need to ensure
that our children have a secure understanding of phonics.

Phonics underpins all aspects of reading, writing and spelling as well as your child’s ability to access
all of the curriculum.

We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Phonics programme and we deliver daily phonics
lessons to your children.



The Initial Pure Sounds (Autumn 1 & 2)
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We introduce one new sound a day and then recap on the sounds for the week on the Friday. Each
week we will share with you a Home Learning Sheet so that you can see which sounds were covered,
focus words and what to focus on supporting them with at home.




Helping with Clearer Speech
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To help children with their speech and language development and the
clear enunciation of sounds and words, we would recommend activities
that involve blowing bubbles, using a straw. There are lots of fun games
that you can play that involve these.

On the Little Wandle website there are videos that depict how to
enunciate each sound clearly. If you would like any support with how to
form these yourself, please speak to us and we can organise a time after
school to go through these together.




Promo’rmg a Love of Reddlng Fun Friday Books

~
~

i
|
3
!

| AQ

o
l

P

GIONIGH'E'

" ™DianaMurray and ZachariahQHora * _

To encourage the children to enjoy hearing stories and reading for

pleasure, at the end of each week we send home Fun Friday books that
the children choose themselves.

These books are not matched to their current phonic ability and instead

are designed to be read by you, the parents and carers, and shared
together.



How do we promote a love of reading at Oldfield?

READING FOR
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Playground readers

Breakfast with books

Author visits

Termly reading newsletter

Weekly reading assemblies

Themed book days relating to books/reading

World Book Day
Little Wandle Celebration Day
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Following their phonics assessment, the children will start to read in small
groups.

Depending on their confidence with their phonics, they might come
home with wordless books or with simple words to decode.

They will bring their Little Wandle reading book home on a Monday and
they'll have 3 reading sessions in school. Please could the LW books be

returned on a Friday, and the children can then swap it for a Fun Friday
ook to take home. Thank you!



How are the Reading
Sessions Structurede

Read 1 — Decoding
Read 2 — Prosody (expression)
Read 3 — Comprehension

Please record any reads in your
child's yellow reading record. It
would be helpful to share anything
that they struggled or needed
support with.
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Session 1 - Decoding

The first session always focuses on decoding and
begins with looking at the sounds and words
covered within the book.

The children are encouraged to segment, or break-
up, unfamiliar words into sounds and then blend
them together.

If it is a wordless book, then the children turn to the
first page and the adult would orally blend a word
e.g. sh-ee-p and ask the children to find it on @
page. The first session would continue in this
manner, looking at all the pages in the book

Sarah Rice

Anna Kazimi
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Letters and Sounds Revised
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This is where we model the expression and X
infonation in our voices. We demonstrate how

the sentence would ideadlly be read aloud.
« Focus on pausing for punctuation

« How does the intonation in your voice
change for an exclamation mark- could it
be excitement, volume, anger, fear, joy?

« When we read a question mark, we tend to
raise our voice as we come to the end of a
sentence.

Rachoe! Davis




Session 3 —
Comprehension

When children are first reading, so much
energy goes into segmenting and decoding
a word and then blending it together then
reading.

This can mean that by the fime they get to
the end of the sentence they haven't
absorbed the content. Encourage them to
read the sentence back again with more
fluidity.

At the back of the book are suggested
comprehension questions to ask; but you can
add additional ones to gauge their
understanding of what they have read and
their ability to link it fo the own
experiences/the wider world.
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Why Read The Book Across
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Reading and talking about books helps children to k k
understand words and sentences, increase their \CX( TOC Cmd Mlc
vocabulary as well as develop their listening and & M Tttt

comprehension skills. Tan Sttt
Research has shown that the repeated practice of
having the same book to read several times, builds up
children’s confidence when developing their reading
skills.

The children feel proud to read books that they are
familiar with to an adult, as they feel successfull

Using different voices when reading stories to children,
helps to bring the stories to life for them.



How you can support your
child with phonics

Play games that mirror strategies we use in
school-by sounding out simple words for them to
blend - “Can you wash your hands with s-oa-p2g”
Where is your b-o00-k b-a-g?

« Look at Little Wandle Home Learning sheet
and get your child to be the teacher and
show you the new sounds that they have
learned

« Use the pronunciation guides to show your
child how to enunciate the sounds correctly
with the correct mouth and tongue
placement.

« Use whiteboards and pens, rice, flour or lentils
in a tray and encourage your child to say the
rhymes and practice forming the letters




Assessments:

Reception Baseline Assessments (Initial, formal government assessment for all children within the first 6
weeks of attending Reception)

Communication Assessment (we opt to administer this additional assessment to inform our practice our
how confident the children are at understanding and following verbal instructions)

Phonics Assessments (these take place every term and the results will be shared with you so you know
which sounds to practice at home to build their confidence identifying and reading these sounds)



Star of the Week: Featuring Roary Lion & Debra Zebra

Each child will get the opportunity to be Star of the Week. Your child will learn what the adults in the
class noticed that was "starry" about them that week, as well as hearing what their peers have also
observed. They will get the chance to take their class toy home for the weekend and to have the

occasion marked during a Celebration Assembly (which take place on Fridays).



Seesaw

Seesaw: Sharing our Learning

Soon we will start sharing snapshots of the children's learning onto Seesaw. We will share logins for you to
be able to access this online platform, as well as also uploading copies of any relevant documents.
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