
Reading Spine – Reception – Oldfield Primary 

Term Key Text and Author Title, author and 

publication date 

 

Autumn 1 

   

All Are Welcome 

by Alexandra Penfold 

2018 

 

Grey  

by Laura Dockrill 2024 

 

Autumn 2 

  

Dear Zoo  

by Rod Campbell 1982 

  
The Bear and the Piano  

by David Litchfield 2015 

 

Spring 1 

  

A superhero like you by 

Dr Ranj 2020 

 

Because  

by Mo Willems 2019 

 

Spring 2 

 

The Three Little Pigs 

Traditional Tale 

 

The Gingerbread Man 

Traditional Tale 

 

Summer 1 

   

The Snail and The Whale  

by Julia Donaldson 2003 

 

Commotion in the Ocean  

by Giles Andre 1996 

 

Summer 2 

  Emma-Jane’s aeroplane  

by Katie Haworth 2017 

 

The Puffin Book of 

Fantastic First Poems 

Edited by June Crebbin 

2000 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Spine – Year One – Oldfield Primary 

Term Key Text and Author Title, author and publication date 

 

Autumn 1 

  Ruby’s Worry 

by Tom Percival 2018 

Ruby loves being Ruby. Until, one day, she 

finds a worry. 

At first, it's not such a big worry, and that's 

all right, but then it starts to grow. It gets 

bigger and bigger every day and it makes 

Ruby sad. How can Ruby get rid of it and 

feel like herself again? 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Traditional Tale 

Follow the story of Goldilocks as she enters 

the house of the three bears, and see what 

happens when they come home and find 

her! 

 

Spring 1 

  Cinderella and Adelita 

by Tomie de Paola 2004 

So begins the age-old tale of a kind-hearted 

young woman, her jealous stepmother, two 

hateful stepsisters, and a young man in 

search of a wife. This favourite fairy tale 

takes a delightful twist.  

 

Spring 2 

  

The Great Kapok Tree 

by Lynne Cherry 1990 

One day, a man exhausts himself trying to 

chop down a giant kapok tree. While he 

sleeps, the forest’s residents, including a 

child from the Yanomamo tribe, whispers in 

his ear about the importance of trees and 

how "all living things depend on one 

another" . . . and it works. 

 

Summer 1 

  Mixed Up Fairy Tales 

by Hillary Robinson 2004  

This fantastic split page, spiral bound book 

allows the reader to mix and match different 

combinations of fairy tales with hilarious 

results. What would happen if Goldilocks 

had two horrid stepsisters and fell asleep for 

a hundred years?  

 

Summer 2 

 

100 Brilliant Poems for Children 2016 

From Paul Cookson comes 100 Brilliant 

Poems for Children, featuring the best of the 

absolute best. The essential poems for 

every child to read and enjoy. 

 

 

 

 



Reading Spine – Year Two – Oldfield Primary 

Term Key Text and Author Title, author and publication date 

 

Autumn 1 

 

Follow the Swallow  by Julia Donaldson 2000 
But when Apollo tells Chack that he will soon be 
flying to Africa – Chack doesn't believe him. And 
when Chack tells Apollo that the blossom on his 

favourite tree will one day turn into orange berries 
– Apollo doesn't believe him either! But as the 

seasons change, Chack and Apollo are both in for 
a big surprise. 

Autumn 2  George’s Marvellous Medicine 

by Roald Dahl 1981 

George's Grandma is a grizzly, grumpy, selfish 

old woman with pale brown teeth and a small 

puckered up mouth like a dog's bottom. Four 

times a day she takes a large spoonful of 

medicine, but it doesn't seem to do her any 

good. 

 

Spring 1 

  

Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea Beaty 2013 

Rosie may seem quiet during the day, but at 

night she's a brilliant inventor of gizmos and 

gadgets who dreams of becoming a great 

engineer. When her great-great-aunt Rose 

(Rosie the Riveter) comes for a visit and 

mentions her one unfinished goal--to fly--Rosie 

sets to work building a contraption to make her 

aunt's dream come true. 

 

Spring 2 

  

Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett 2016 
Sunny the meerkat lives with his enormous family 

in the Kalahari Desert. One day Sunny decides it's 

just too crowded and packs his bags. He's off to 

visit his mongoose cousins but Sunny just doesn't 
fit in. And who's that shadowy figure who seems to 

be following him around? 

 

Summer 1 

  

Lift by Minh Le 2020 

When Iris's elevator button-pushing is disrupted by 

a new member of the family, she's pretty put out. 
That is, until the sudden appearance of a 

mysterious new button opens up entire realms of 

possibility, places where she can escape and 

explore on her own. 

 

Summer 2 

 Poems Aloud by Joseph Coelho 2022 

A wittily illustrated anthology of poems, designed 

to be read aloud. Twenty poems by the award-

winning Joseph Coelho arm children with 

techniques for lifting poetry off the page and 

performing with confidence. 

 

 

 

 



Reading Spine – Year Three – Oldfield Primary 

Term Key Text and Author Title, author and publication date 

Autumn 1 

  

We’re going to find the monster! 

by Malorie Blackman 2021 

Over the shimmering ocean, up the huge, 

high mountain, through the deep, dark 

forest... WE'RE GOING TO FIND THE 

MONSTER! Join two intrepid adventurers as 

their imaginations transform their house into 

a wild wonderland - and their big brother 

becomes a mighty monster. 

Autumn 2   The Legend of King Arthur: Merlin, Magic 

and Dragons Tracey Mayhew 2020 

Epic battles and thrilling quests. A retelling of 10 

Arthurian Legends adapted and illustrated for 

children aged 7+. Great to share aloud, just like 

the original tales. 

 

Spring 1 

  The True Story Of The Three Little Pigs by 

Jon Scieszka 1996 

In this hysterical and clever fracture fairy tale 

picture book that twists point of view and 

perspective, young readers will finally hear the 

other side of the story of “The Three Little Pigs.” 

 

Spring 2 

 

Inspirational People  

(Mary Anning 1799 – 1847) 2020 

Mary Anning was an English fossil collector, 

dealer, and palaeontologist. She became known 

internationally for her discoveries in Jurassic 

marine fossil beds in the cliffs along the English 

Channel at Lyme Regis in the county of Dorset, 

Southwest England.  

Summer 1 

  Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

by Roald Dahl 1964 

Charlie Bucket's wonderful adventure begins 

when he finds one of Mr. Willy Wonka's precious 

Golden Tickets and wins a whole day inside the 

mysterious chocolate factory. Little does he 

know the surprises that are in store for him! 

 

Summer 2 

 

 

I am the seed that grew the tree 

by Fiona Waters 2018 

A lavishly illustrated collection of 366 nature 

poems - one for every day of the year, including 

leap years. Filled with familiar favourites and 

new discoveries, written by a wide variety of 

poets. 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Spine – Year Four – Oldfield Primary 

Term Key Text and Author Title, author and publication date 

 

Autumn 1 

 Inspirational People  

(David Attenborough 1926 – ) 2020 

Little David grew up in Leicester on the campus of 

a university, where his father was a professor. As 

a child, he spent hours in the science library, 

collecting his own specimens and creating a mini 

animal museum. 

 

Autumn 2 

 Beasts of Olympus by Lucy Coats 2015 

What begins as just another ordinary day for 

Demon ends up being far from normal . . . 

because travelling on a rainbow to Mount 

Olympus is a bit odd for anyone, even if your dad 

is the Greek god Pan! When he arrives, Demon is 

in for a shock. The stables are full of mythical 

beasts like the flatulent Cattle of the Sun and a 

very grumpy Griffin. 

 

Spring 1 

  Coming to England  

by Floella Benjamin 2021 

Floella Benjamin was just a young girl when she, 

her sister and two brothers arrived in England in 

1960 to join their parents, whom they had not 

seen for fifteen months. They had left the island 

paradise of Trinidad to make a new home in 

London. 

 

Spring 2 

  Escape From Pompeii 

by Christina Balit 2003 

Tranio, like most Roman boys, likes to watch 

whatever is going on: tradesmen selling their 

goods, ships unloading their exotic cargoes, 

politicians making speeches in the forum. But one 

hot August day a very different scene unfolds. 

 

Summer 1 

  The Boy Who Met A Whale 

by Nizrana Farook 2021 

Razi, a local fisher boy, is watching turtle eggs 

hatch when he sees a boat bobbing into view. 

With a chill, he notices a small, still hand hanging 

over the side… Inside is Zheng, who’s escaped a 

shipwreck and is full of tales of sea monsters and 

missing treasure.  

 

Summer 2 

 

Michael Rosen’s A to Z: The best children’s 

poetry from Agard to Zephaniah by Michael 

Rosen 2009 

From Agard to Zephaniah, the very best of 

children's poetry from the very best of children's 

poets appears in this wonderful and exciting 

anthology edited by Michael Rosen, the Children's 

Laureate. 

 

 

 



Reading Spine – Year Five – Oldfield Primary 

Term Key Text and Author Title, author and publication date 

 

Autumn 1 

 

 

 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 

by Michael Morpurgo 1999 

When Michael is washed up on an island in the 

Pacific after falling from his parent's yacht, 

the Peggy Sue, he struggles to survive on his 

own. But he soon realises there is someone 

close by, someone who is watching over him 

and helping him to stay alive. 

 

Autumn 2 

 

 

 

Inspirational People 

(Katherine Johnson 1918 – 2020) 2019 

This life story of a remarkable mathematician 

has at least some of the answers. And Katherine 

Johnson wasn’t just a brilliant academic, she 

was also black and female, which makes her 

achievements all the more impressive. 

 

Spring 1 

 Wild Robot by Peter Brown 2018 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first 

time, she discovers that she is alone on a 

remote, wild island. She has no idea how she 

got there or what her purpose is - but she knows 

she needs to survive. 
 
 

 

Spring 2 

 Flotsum by David Wiesner 2006 

A young boy comes to the beach eager to 

collect and examine flotsam—anything floating 

that has been washed ashore. But nothing 

among his usual finds compares with the 

discovery of a barnacle-encrusted underwater 

camera with its own secrets to share . . . and to 

keep. 

 

 

Summer 1 

 The Night Bus Hero by Onjali Q. Raúf 2020 

Hector is a bully who doesn’t really care about 

anyone. When a spate of London landmark 

sculptures are suddenly stolen, including 

Paddington Bear and the Eros statue in 

Piccadilly Circus, Hector must race against time 

to make sure justice is done - but that's not the 

only thing he needs to change. 

 

Summer 2 

 Because a fire was in my head edited by 

Michael Morpurgo 2001 

We only have to 'remember, remember the 5th 

of November' to see a dark night filled with 

fireworks and bonfires. In their many different 

ways - through their sounds, rhythms, stories, 

surprises and jokes - these poems will set the 

fireworks crackling in our own heads. 

 

 

 



Reading Spine – Year Six – Oldfield Primary 

Term Key Text and Author Date, author and published date 

 

Autumn 1 

 Macbeth by William Shakespeare 1606 

Macbeth encounters three witches who foretell 

that he will become king of Scotland. At first 

sceptical, he’s urged on by the ruthless, single-

minded ambitions of Lady Macbeth, who suffers 

none of her husband’s doubt. 

 

Autumn 2 

  

Everest – The remarkable story of Edmund 

Hilary and Tenzing Norgay by Alexandra 

Stewart 2019 

In the late morning of May 29th 1953, the sun 

was shining brightly on the roof of the world, a 

gentle breeze was blowing and two men were 

there to witness it for the first time ever. Their 

names were Edmund Hillary and Tenzing 

Norgay and the roof of the world was Everest. 

 

Spring 1 

  Mohinder’s War by Bali Rai 2020 

A thrilling World War II adventure set in 

occupied France, featuring an Indian RAF pilot. 

Great for fans of Michael Morpurgo and John 

Boyne, and those who want diverse historical 

fiction. Thirteen-year-old Joelle Breton stumbles 

across Indian-born RAF pilot Mohinder Singh 

when his plane crashes in occupied France and 

it's up to her and her parents to hide him from 

the Nazis. 

 

Spring 2 

  

Short! by Kevin Crossley-Holland 1998 

In this wonderful collection of very short stories 

from award-winning author, Kevin Crossley-

Holland. There are stories about ghosts, 

supermarkets, animals, adventures, and all 

kinds of things to inspire every short story writer.  

Summer 1 

 

The Day the Crayons Quit by Oliver 

Jeffers 2014 

The book follows a boy named Duncan who 

discovers that his crayons have written him 

letters expressing their frustrations and 

grievances. In the letters, the crayons 

describe how they have been treated, some 

feeling overused and some frustrated by 

being used for the “wrong purposes”.  

 

Summer 2 

 

A poem for every night of the year edited by 

Allie Esiri 2016 

The poems – together with introductory 

paragraphs – have a link to the date on which 

they appear. Shakespeare celebrates 

midsummer night, Maya Angelou International 

Women's Day and Lewis Carroll April Fool's day. 

 

 


